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sincere sentiments hitherto stifled by passions.
Louis XV let his household guess nothing; he
dissimulated their mystery.

Thus the complexity of a many-sided character
asserted itself and developed in his riper years and
in his old age. The tastes that were his as a child
and a young man were found again at the close
of his life. A contradictory mixture of strength,
grandeur, nobility, piety, and also of weakness
and fear, the Beloved, to be understood, demands
delicate attention and fine psychological insight;
otherwise he cannot be judged by Posterity.

The more one studies the memoirs, letters and
stories of the time, the more one realizes the wide
diversion of opinion about him; it is a variation
explicable in view of the mystery that veiled his
thoughts, and his instinctive dread of the curiosity
of those who surrounded him.

Anne-Henriette's death had cast a gloom over
Louis XV; this unhappy event had renewed his
sorrows in December 1759. For two years Marie-
Louise-Elisabeth, called Mme Infante, had been
living at Versailles trying to clear up her husband's
affairs, and struggling courageously against ad-
versity.

Ill, and at the end of her physical resistances,
she sent her son Ferdinand a wonderful political
and moral testament, full of valuable advice,
luminous reflections and intelligent ideas; in it she
displayed a perfect understanding of European